Writing Comprehension Test

For 10th Form Students

Directions:


In this test you will select from three writing tasks.  Choose the one that you feel you are most capable to write about.  You will then begin writing your essay on the pages provided.  When you are finished close your papers, lay down your pen and wait for us to collect your test materials.
1. “That which does not kill you makes you stronger” is a popular saying.

a. What do you think builds personal character?

b. Can you think of a time when this saying proved true for you? Describe the situation you found yourself in.

c. Through what kind of life situations do we grow as human beings? 

2. In today’s chaotic world, it is not unusual to feel stressed. The important thing is to learn how to deal with this stress. 

a. How do you deal with stress?

b. In what ways does stress impact us physically, emotionally, and mentally?

c. What do you do if you know someone around you, either a close-friend or family member, is feeling stressed? 

3. In an attempt to create a rule for how we must behave in society, it is often times said that you must treat others the way that you want to be treated yourself.

a. Do you think this is true? Why or why not?

b. What determines how you treat others? Do you treat people differently based on whether they are family, friend, or stranger?

c. How can we as a society learn to better treat one another? 
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1. You only get one chance to make a first impression.

a. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

b. What do you do in order to make a positive first impression when you meet someone new? Does the way you act change depending on what environment you find yourself in? 

c. Do you think you can ever get a second chance at making a first impression? 

2. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. What does this mean to you?

a. What factors determine a person being considered beautiful or not? Are these factors the same for both men and women?

b. What role does culture play in determining beauty? 

c. Does beauty change over time? If so, what determines these changes?

3. What’s in a name? Some people choose to believe that the name a person is given is a lot more fateful than simply a few letters on a piece of paper.

a. In your opinion, do you think this is true? Why or why not?

b. Do you know the origin of your name?

c. What do you consider to be important for parents when they are choosing a name for their child?

4. American President, Ronald Reagan once said “The greatest leader is not necessarily the one who does the greatest things. He is the one that gets the people to do the greatest things.”

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. What qualities do you think make a great leader?

c. Would you ever consider taking on a leadership role? Why or why not?

5. Leo Tolstoy once wrote that “All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.” 

a. How do you interpret this line from Anna Karenina?

b. What determines the happiness of a family?

c. What does each family have in common with one another?

6. Ignorance is bliss.

a. How do you interpret this saying?

b. Is it possible to know too much?

c. In what kind of situations is it better not to know all of the information? 
7. Today’s celebrities play an active role in determining the most popular trends.

a. Do you think celebrities provide good examples of how young people should behave and dress?

b. Give an example of a celebrity that serves as a good example of how someone should dress and act.

c. In your opinion, do celebrities have a positive or negative impact on today’s youth? 

8. Dress for success.

a. What does this saying mean to you?

b. How do you make a positive first impression?

c. Have you ever been in a situation where you were not properly dressed for the occasion? How did you feel?

9. With the help of innovative ideas and technology, our world will continue to rapidly evolve.

a. Describe what you think your hometown will look like in 100 years.

b. What will your school look like in 100 years? What will be different?

c. What new challenges will arise? 

10. Happiness is a relative concept.

a. How do you define happiness?

b. What factors does happiness depend on?

c. What about your family? What makes your family happy?

11. Someone once said, “The richest man is not he who has the most, but he who needs the least.”

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. Do you agree or disagree?

c. How much does one really need in order to live a fulfilling life?

12. Mahatma Gandhi once said, “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.”

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. In your opinion, what is the one thing that our world needs in order to be better?

c. What kind of change would you like to see in our world and why?
13. Imagine you are in charge of giving five million dollars to a country in the Commonwealth of Independent States. This country must show a great need. 

a. What country would you give the money to and why?

b. How has this country demonstrated a need for the money?

c. How could you ensure that the money would not be wasted?

14. There are many things in our lives that we have little control over. For example, the country that we are born in.

a. If you could choose a country to be born in, which country would it be?

b. Why have you chosen this country?

c. How different do you think you would be if you had grown up and gone to school in this country?

15. Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. What role does education play in your life?

c. How different would your life be if you were not allowed to go to school?

16. Henry David Thoreau once wrote, “What’s the use of a fine house if you haven’t got a tolerable planet to put it on?”

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. Describe the natural wonders that are in your country?

c. If you had an infinite amount of money to spend on saving the environment, how would you go about saving the outdoors in your country?

17. Imagine that you have the opportunity to forget a terrible life-changing mistake that you made. 

a. Would you take the opportunity? Why or why not?

b. What role do painful experiences play in shaping our character?

c. Is it necessary to experience difficult situations to appreciate the good?

18. The way that we choose to dress is a reflection of our own tastes and style.

a. How closely do you follow fashion trends? Do they have any impact on your choice in clothes?

b. Do you dress according to the way that others dress or do you have your own special style?

c. Do you think that people dress the same in America and Ukraine?
19. People should not care about how they dress. What is important is what is on the inside.

a. Give your opinion on this statement.

b. What is more important, a person’s outer beauty or inner beauty?

c. In what situations is it okay not to pay attention to your physical appearance?

20. Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air and giving fresh strength to our people. ” 

a. How do you interpret this quote?

b. Why is it important to maintain our forests, rivers, lakes, mountains, oceans, etc?

c. How would you stop climate change?
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Directions:
In this Test you will read 3 texts. Each text is followed by 10 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from three possible answers (A, B, or C), Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice.
Text 1

Driving in the desert

My family are farmers in France, and by the age of ten, I could maneuver a tractor into a field to pick up straw bales. For my driving test, I learned how to reverse into a parking space by practicing between two tractors.

I've always needed to prove that I can adapt to new situations. I'd never left France until 1998 - and then I went to Australia, the most distant country possible. I worked on a sheep farm there, driving a 4x4 all the time, and spent four months driving around the country on my own. That was when I first came into contact with the desert, and I wanted to return to it.

But it was my competitive spirit that drew me to the all-female Gazelles Rally in the Moroccan desert. I did it to see if I could survive in the desert and not be afraid. Taking part in the rally involves spending eight days in the desert, including two sets of two-day marathons when you're on your own overnight with your team-mate. The rally will push you to the limits of your physical and mental capacity, so it's very important to choose the right teammate, to make sure you have the same goal and the same way of working. But the key thing is for you both to keep your courage and remain confident.

Participants - known as the gazelles-drive 4x4s, quad bikes, motorbikes or trucks, and use a compass and a map to navigate their way to marker flags that have been planted in the desert always in places that are really difficult to get at. You have to drive up and down huge sand dunes, the highest of which are about twenty meters. Every morning at base camp you have to prepare your maps, by marking the position of the day's flags. Then you have to plan the best route to them. It takes time to learn how to do this, how to understand the landscape, because you are all alone in the emptiness - there are no landmarks, it is all just flat. On our first day, my team-mate and I felt quite frightened by it - we thought we'd get lost. So we decided to drive in a straight line for half an hour in search of geographical features. Then we found some mountains.

It rained a lot during the rally, and the thing that scared us most was the thought of not being able to get out of the mud. Some women were stuck for about twelve hours overnight before the mud dried. My team-mate and I managed to get through, though, because we set off first, when the ground was less damaged. Each vehicle carries a satellite tracking system with it, and every half-hour the rally organizers use this to check on you: if a car isn't moving, they go to the rescue. Once, we were all alone in our tent in a storm, and feeling a bit scared. An official rally vehicle came and reassured us that we wouldn't be washed away.

I had great difficulty finding a sponsor - it costs about €6000 to hire a vehicle and €14,000 to participate in the rally, plus you have to hire safety equipment. It's always the people you least expect who help you most. The big dealers for four-wheel-drive vehicles refused to finance what they called 'a girls' jaunt in the desert'. It was a small, independent garage that provided us with an 11-year-old 4x4 for nothing - and we didn't have a single breakdown.

Speed is not a factor in this competition. Men have a tendency to drive a bit faster than women. They're so sure they've chosen the right route that they're less good at anticipating problems. A man who was doing a television program on the rally refused to believe that it was difficult or that women could sometimes be better than him.

I want to do the rally again next year. Taking part in it puts life's problems into perspective, and it's also a big thing on my CV: it shows people I can see a project through. When I meet the top people in my company now, I feel far more self-assured.

1
Why did the writer go to Australia?

A
to further develop her driving skills

B
to get practice in driving in desert conditions

C
to visit members of her family who farmed there

D
to experience living in an unfamiliar environment
2
In the writer's opinion, the ideal rallying team-mate is someone who

A
will keep you from feeling afraid at night.

B
can make up for any weaknesses you have.

C
does not take the competition too seriously.

D
will share your general aims and attitudes

3
The writer's greatest fear in the desert was that she might

A
lose her way in bad weather.

B
become stuck in wet ground.

C
damage her vehicle in the mud.

D
have to be rescued by other competitors.
4
What does the writer say about the cost of the rally?

A
Hiring a vehicle was her biggest expense.

B
Safety equipment was provided by the organizers.

C
She was surprised that a small garage sponsored her.

D
A new vehicle would have reduced her maintenance bill.
5
By using the phrase 'a girls' jaunt', the big dealers showed that they felt

A
unimpressed by the writer's driving skills.

B
a lack of respect for this particular event.

C
sure that the writer wouldn't complete the rally.

D      an unwillingness to sponsor rallying in general.

6
According to the writer, men rally drivers

A
fail to realise when something is about to go wrong.

B
tend to feel overconfident when driving at speed.

C
seem to have fewer problems with navigation.

D
refuse to accept the advice of women.
7
In the last paragraph, the writer suggests that taking part in the rally

A
has improved her career prospects.

B
has impressed her superiors at work.

C
is something that she will do every year.

D
is creating certain problems in her private life.

Text 2

Bed-and-Breakfast
There was a book with bed-and-breakfast places in it amongst the guidebooks and maps on the back seat of my aunt's car and we found somewhere to stay in there. It was a big, old farmhouse down the end of a track, in a dip. There were three cows in the nearest 7 field, sheep up on a ridge, hens in the yard, a few sheds and barns standing around, and a rosy-cheeked farmer’s wife. After a day driving round, I was really impressed with the place initially, thinking we'd finally found the true countryside. Now my aunt could write whatever she was supposed to write about it, and we could both relax and go home.

But when I suggested that, she just said she wasn't expected to write about accommodation. Then, when we got talking to the woman, the place wasn't quite what it seemed anyway. The only field that went with the farmhouse was the one beside the track, with the cows in it. The rest belonged to a farm over the hill. The barns were rented to another farmer and the woman came from the city and was married to a travelling salesman. From close to, you could see the colour in her cheeks came out of a jar marked 'blusher'. The hens were hers, though. She'd been a professional bed-and-breakfast lady for three years, she said, and this was the worst season ever, and, yes, we could have separate rooms, two of each if we liked.

Perhaps she and her husband spent all their money on winter holidays, or perhaps they just didn't have any, but they certainly didn't spend a lot on the house. The bedrooms were huge and they hardly had any furniture in them - just a double bed in each, one of those wardrobes with hangers on one side and shelves down the other, and a wooden chair. There was a dangling light cord over each bed, which worked the centre light, but no bedside lamp.

I could tell that my aunt wasn't knocked out by it because she whispered to me, 'All very clean, isn't it?' which is what Mum says about a place when she can't find anything else well. 'Well there isn't much to get dirty,' I whispered back. But the woman, Mrs Vosper, obviously assumed we'd stay, so we did. She asked if we were on holiday, and I listened with interest to my aunt's answer. I don't think I really understood at that point what she was doing, and it had got a bit late to ask her myself. I was supposed to know. But all she said was: 'Touring around, taking a bit of a break.' So that didn't help me much.

I picked a room that looked out over the field of cows. I don't think I realized how damp it was until it was time to go to bed. There was a distinctly musty smell in the air, and when I looked closely at the wallpaper I could see that in places it was coming away from the walls. My Mum and her sister are not a bit alike. I knew Mum would never let me sleep in a damp room. I wasn't sure what damp was supposed to do to you, but I knew it wasn't good.

When I got into bed, I didn't feel very sleepy. My aunt had given me a copy of the magazine she was working for, so I had a look at that. It was called Holiday UK and the cover 'London' printed across one corner and a colour picture of horses in a park. There was a great long article by my aunt inside, which went on for about six pages, with lots of photographs, and each one had her name up the side of 74 it. But there were also adverts for hotels and restaurants and shops, along with a couple of pages listing places to eat, theatres, cinemas, that sort of stuff. Also it was free, so I realized it couldn't be up to much. Still, I knew they must somehow have enough money to pay her, or they couldn't send her rushing around the countryside like this.

8.
What did the writer think of the farmhouse when she first saw it?
A
It was better than the description in the guidebook.
B
It lived up to her expectations of the countryside.
C
It was similar to one her aunt had written about.
D
It reminded her of her own house.

9.
What does the word 'ridge' describe?
A
an agricultural building
B
a feature of the landscape
C
a piece of farm machinery
D
a way of dividing fields on a farm

10.
What do we discover about the farm in the second paragraph?
A
It wasn't as large as it seemed.
B
None of the animals belonged to it.
C
The owner lived in another part of the country.
D
The bed-and-breakfast business was doing well.

11.
What disappointed the writer about the accommodation offered at the farm?
A
the lack of space to hang clothes
B
the fact that it needed cleaning
C
the limited amount of furniture
D
the size of the rooms

12.
When Mrs Vosper asked if they were on holiday, the writer felt
A
embarrassed by her aunt's reply.
B
unsure why her aunt had really come.
C
too tired to take in what was being said.
D
worried that she might be asked something next.
13.What does the writer suggest about her bedroom at the farmhouse?
A
Her aunt had picked a better one.
B
It was an unhealthy place to sleep.
C
Her mother would have approved of it.
D
It wasn't the one she would have chosen.

14.  The writer was unimpressed by the magazine because
A
it didn't contain any interesting stories.
B
it provided only factual information.
C
it seemed to be all about London.
D
it was given away free to people.
Text 3

Assistants to the Stars
It stands to reason that a city like Los Angeles, which is home to so many of the famous and the semi-famous, would have an Association of Celebrity Personal Assistants (ACPA). The organization describes personal assistants as 'multitasking', as 'possessing the most resourceful, creative, insightful, and results-driven abilities.' 

When I first got in touch with Josef Csongei, the organisation's president, he was initially reluctant to talk to me because I was a journalist. As he sees it, celebrity personal assistants have not always been treated fairly by the press. But despite this, and all the hard work and lack of appreciation that can come with this line of work, he explained, the jobs were still widely sought after. He noted that people regularly travelled great distances to attend a seminar titled 'Becoming a Celebrity 21 Personal Assistant', run by the ACPA. To prove his point, he told me about Dean Johnson. In the coming weeks, I heard this story from a number of assistants, including Johnson himself, and every time it left me baffled.

The story begins one night in September 1994, with Dean Johnson sitting at home in Columbia, South Carolina. Johnson is a single, 32-year-old business executive in charge of marketing and advertising at a sizeable company in the healthcare industry. It is 11 pm and he's looking to unwind in front of the television after a long day's work. A repeat of a talk show appears on the screen, and the host introduces her four guests: the celebrity personal assistants for Whoopi Goldberg, Roseanne Barr, Burt Reynolds and Carol Burnett. As these assistants talk about flying on private planes and attending Hollywood parties, Johnson reaches for a pen and starts taking notes. Without wasting another minute, he picks up the phone, calls directory enquiries in Los Angeles, and asks for the home phone numbers of the four assistants on the show.

Only one of them is listed: Ron Holder, who works for Whoopi Goldberg. Johnson dials his number, and a minute later Holder picks up the phone. 'He said I was very lucky to get through,' Johnson told me. Apparently, in the three months since he had appeared on that talk show, he had received about 200 phone calls from people like me. He was in the process of disconnecting his phone, but he was nice enough to chat with me for a while.' During their conversation, Holder told Johnson that he should consider attending the 'Becoming a Celebrity Personal Assistant' seminar in Los Angeles.

For someone like Johnson, with almost no connections in the industry, the notion of moving out to Los Angeles to become a celebrity personal assistant, something he did two months later, was extremely courageous - there's no denying that. The typical American story of the guy in the remote provinces who falls in love with the glamour of the silver screen, packs up all his possessions and moves out to Hollywood to become a star is almost a century old. But Johnson's story offered a new twist: he moved out to Hollywood to become an assistant to a star.

Of the thousands of people who work in Hollywood: agents, lawyers, stylists, publicists, business managers and others, many hope to rub shoulders with the biggest stars. What's unique about celebrity personal assistants is that such proximity 77 appears to be the only perk their profession offers. Most describe the bulk of their work as drudgery: doing laundry, fetching groceries, paying bills. Assistants typically make about $56,000 a year - hardly a fortune by Hollywood standards, especially given the round-the-clock obligations they often have. What's more, the job is rarely a stepping stone to fame: celebrity personal assistants are, on average, aged about 38, right in the middle of their professional lives, and most of the ones I met described their line of work as a lifelong profession. For them, being an assistant was not the means to an end but an end in itself.

15.
When the writer first contacted him, Josef Csongei was
A
angry about something she had written.
B
suspicious of her because of her profession.
C
surprised that she was interested in his organisation.
D
pleased that she recognised the importance of assistants.

16
The phrase 'to prove his point' refers to Csongei's belief that celebrity assistants
A
enjoy travelling as part of the job.
B
are not given the appreciation they deserve.
C
do a job that many other people would like to do.
D
need to do a course before they start looking for work.

17
What was Dean's immediate reaction to what he saw on the programme?
A
He wrote down the contact details of the four interviewees.
B
He decided which of the four interviewees he wanted to talk to.
C
He started making enquiries about how to find the people on the show.
D
He read through his notes carefully before getting in touch with anyone.

18
How did Ron Holder respond to Dean's phone call?
A
He refused to enter into a long conversation with Dean.
B
He was angry that anyone had been able to get his number.
C
He complained about being disturbed on his home number.
D
He was willing to give Dean some advice and information.

19
In the fifth paragraph, the writer suggests that Dean Johnson
A
never achieved his aim of becoming a personal assistant.
B
was brave to go and look for a new career in Los Angeles.
C
really wanted to become a star rather than a personal assistant.
D
lived to regret his decision to give up everything in his old life.

20
In the final paragraph, we learn that celebrity assistants
A
tend to see the job as their career goal.
B
are relatively well paid for what they do.
C
find the job gets too demanding as they get older.
D
often move into other aspects of the film industry.
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Listening Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

Listening. Read the selection once, then let the pupils read the 10 true/false questions, then read the selection a second time and then give the pupils the ten multiple variant questions. Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read to themselves – they must get all the information from listening!
Day of the Swallows Estella Portillo
Act I, Scene I

Josefa’s sitting room: it is a usually beautiful room, very feminine and done in good taste. The profusion of lace gives the room a delicate, ephemeral appearance. The lace pieces are lovely: needlepoint, hairpin, limerick, the work of patience and love. Upstage left is a large bay window; from it, one can view a large tree with a birdhouse of unusual size and shape, an orb that can accommodate a great number of birds. The room faces south, so it is flooded with light, which causes the lace to seem to melt into a peaceful serenity. To the right is a door leading to the kitchen; there is another door leading to the bedroom. Downstage left is a door leading to the outside.

When the curtain rises, Alysea is sitting on the floor. It is before dawn, but a minute or so after the curtain rises, light begins to fill the room. Alysea is cleaning the sitting room carpet, an unusual task for this hour. Next to her is a pail. She uses a piece of cloth with quick frantic movements, rinses, and continues the rubbing of the carpet. After a while, she looks at the cloth in her hand almost in trance, then with a growing horror. She drops it, raising herself to her knees; she stares at it, and then covers her face with her hands. She sits back on the floor leaning her head against a chair, looking helpless and lost. She is sobbing quietly. After a while, she stares at the new streaming light from the window, feline its warmth as a comfort. The sound of a milk bell interrupts the silence. When she hears it, she jumps up, looks desperately about the room, wipes the traces of tears from her eyes and goes to the window and looks out.
1. Josefa’s room was unusually plain.

2. There was lace everywhere.

3. From the large window one can view much of nature.

4. The room faces the east and is flooded with light.

5. Alysea is sitting in an old chair as the curtain rises.

6. She is cleaning a stain on the carpet.

7. Her movements to clean the carpet are slow and deliberate.

8. The light from the window gives her warmth and comfort.

9. The doorbell interrupts her morning silence.

10. When she hears the bell she hides behind the chair.

STOP! WAIT FOR THE SECOND READING OF THE TEXT

Listening Comprehension 2. 
MARK  the correct letter on your answer sheet A, B, C, or D.
11. The type of fabric used in the room gives it a …
A. delicate, ephemeral appearance.

B. cluttered appearance.

C. cold and dreary appearance.

D. frightening appearance.
12. What lace that are there show …

A. little care for beauty?

B. poor craftsmanship?

C. the work of patience and love?

D. great wear?
13. From the large bay window one can view …

A. a busy street.

B. a large tree with many birds.

C. an empty courtyard.

D. the wall of the building next door.
14. The light that enters the room causes the lace to seem to …

A. catch fire.

B. disappear.

C. melt into serenity.

D. look dirty.
15. The doors leading from the room go to …

A. kitchen.

B. bedroom.

C. outside.

D. all the above.
16. It was … for Alysea to clean the carpet at this hour.

A. usual.

B. unusual.

C. not uncommon.

D. common.
17. Next to Alysea is a …

A. pail.

B. potted plant.

C. stack of books.

D. pale.
18. After staring at the cloth in her hand for a while she …

A. wipes her face with it.

B. blows her nose  on it.

C. drops it and runs from the room crying.

D. drops it and covers her face with her hands.
19. The warm morning light from the window seems to give her …

A. watery eyes.

B. stomach pains.

C. anxiety attacks.

D. comfort.
20. When she hears the bell she …

A. goes to the window to look out.

B. hides.

C. begins crying again.

D. lays down on the floor.

Directions:


	In this test you will select three task slips from those before you.  After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down.  Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic.  You may refer to the topic as needed.  Take a deep breath and begin.  








Directions:


	In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice.  The text is followed by 10 true/false statements and 10 multiple-choice questions. You should do the first 10 tasks following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text.  The text will be read a second time and you should do the second 10 tasks following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text.  For each task you will choose from two symbols (+ or –) or four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), as specified prior to each task.  Choose the best answer and mark the symbol or letter of your choice on the answer sheet.











